CHAPTER IX

INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION

1624-1642

IT was Richelieu's ambition   to   make   France
both prosperous and powerful; he wished to

strengthen the army and build up the navy,
and he desired aba to develop her industries and
her commerce, The plans formulated In the early
years of his career for the most part failed of execu-
tion, In Richelieu's administration the intervals
of peace were rarer and briefer than in the reign of
Napoleon, and an era of war is not often an era of
commercial progress. Yet a review of the Cardinal's
career would be imperfect without some account of
his efforts in the line of industrial development, even
if their result was not all that he hoped,

France had already begun a career of colonial de-
velopment which, if it had been pursued with intelli-
gence, might have made her one of the great colonial
powers of the world, Richelieu was fully aware of
the importance of thin field for enterprise, and if his
energies had not been absorbed by the Thirty Years'
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